
 
 

1 

 

In This Issue: 

 Association News and Board Activities 

 Reunion 2012 Charleston, SC 

 Draft Reunion Agenda 

 Proposed Bylaw Revisions 

 New Retiree books 

 Passing of Colleagues 

 

Association News and Board Activities 

We have changed our mass e-mail service. You should not notice 

any significant change as notices still come from 

postmaster@fwsretirees.org via JangoMail.  Make sure you do 

not block or identify incoming e-mails as Spam from this source.   

To date we only have two nominations in hand for four open Board 

positions.  The Board has decided to postpone the elections until 

right after the reunion.  We are proposing bylaw changes (see 

below) that will provide greater flexibility to fill vacant positions 

and retain existing Board Members who wish to continue to serve.  

We also hope to encourage some reunion attendees to consider 

serving so we have a good slate of candidates to put forth. 

The Board has been contacted by Assistant Director for 

International Affairs, Teiko Saito re: a proposal by an international 

organization with multi-national corporation backing interested in 

signing an agreement with our association to provide expertise on 

conservation and resource management issues.  We will have a 

presentation at the reunion to explore this opportunity. 

Reunion 2012 Charleston, SC 

Reunion will be in historic Charleston, SC, February 12 -15
th
, 

inclusive.  We are staying in the heart of the downtown historic 

district at the Francis Marion Hotel 

(www.francismarionhotel.com).  

Reunion registration of $100 per person covers the social, the 

banquet and typical non-tour amenities. Checks made out to FWS 

Retirees Association can be sent to: Steve Rideout, 457 Wendell 

Road, Shutesbury, MA 01072.   A reunion registration form is 

included in this Newsletter.  Airport shuttle is $25, and parking is 

$12/day unless you have a handicap decal, then it’s 

complimentary. 

On the first day of the reunion a short event is planned to 

honor Bob Hines, the Fish and Wildlife Service’s resident artist 

who died in 1994.  The year 2012 would be his 100
th
 birthday. The 

event will include participation by the U.S. Postal Service; a 

pictorial cancellation with a theme tied to Bob Hines will be 

available along with cacheted envelopes.  A cacheted 

envelope with printed information about Bob Hines will be 

available for each attendee.  In addition, Bob Hines artifacts and 

memorabilia will be on display.  Ron Fowler and Dr. John Juriga 

will provide an overview. 

Three great tours are available as described below.  On your 

registration form, indicate your first, second, and third choices.  

Every effort will be made to accommodate your first choice, but 

space will be limited in some instances.  The tours are: 

Cape Romain NWR and Bulls Island 

The tour into Cape Romain begins in the Class One Wilderness 

estuaries between the main land and Bulls Island.  The estuary is 

well defined as the “nursery of the sea” and is one of the most bio-

diversified ecosystems in the world.  Birds that thrive here include 

egrets, herons, oystercatchers, raptors and many more.   Lunch for 

all will be at the Dominick House. 

The ACE Basin and Grove Plantation 

The Grove Plantation house and grounds exemplifies a period in 

our nation’s history when the rice culture thrived in the South. The 

Grove Plantation house tour takes you on a “tour through time”, 

giving you an exceptional example of the superb architecture 

during the plantation period of the early 1700s to mid-1800s.  

Charleston Tea Plantation and Bears Bluff NFH 

The Charleston Tea Plantation is located on historic Wadmalaw 

Island in the heart of the Lowcountry of South Carolina.  The 

history of the Island dates back to mid-June of 1666 when it is 

believed that Captain Robert Sanford and the crew of the Berkeley 

Bay landed on the shores of what is now known as Rockville, 

South Carolina.  

At Bears Bluff NFH you see American shad juveniles, adult cobia 

and possibly red drum juveniles and adults. Our highlight at the 

moment is a large number of juvenile Atlantic sturgeon which were 

hatched from a natural spawn that occurred here at the hatchery 

this fall.  

FWS Retirees Reunion DRAFT Agenda 

A Final Agenda will be available at Registration 

Sunday, February 12 

  Check in Francis Marion Hotel 

  4:00 –7:00pm Registration 

  Dinner on your own 

mailto:postmaster@fwsretirees.org
http://www.francismarionhotel.com/
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Monday, February 13 

8:00 – 9:00 Check in and  Registration 

9:00 – 9:30 Welcome and Housekeeping, President Richard 

Coon/Ron Fowler  Tribute to Bob Hines, FWS Fish and  Wildlife 

Artist 

9:30-9:45 Welcome to Charleston, Mayor Joe Riley 

9:45-10:15 Welcome to South Carolina, Former South Carolina 

Director of DWR, John Frampton  

10:15 – 10:45 Welcome to Region 4, Regional Director Cindy 

Dohner/ DRD Mark Musaus 

10:45 – 11:15 FWS Update, Deputy Director, Rowan Gould 

11:15 – 12:00 Retiree Mentoring Project Denny Holland, Judy 

Pulliam, and Gail Carmody. 

LUNCH On Your Own 12:00 ς 1:30 

Retiree Board meets in afternoon 

1:30 – 2:00 Ron Fowler/Mark Madison Special Postage 

Cancelation and Dr. John Juriga memorial to Bob Hines 

2:00 – 4:00 Helping Hands After Retirement, Charles Hasty 

6:00 ς 9:00 Ice Breaker Social 

Tuesday, February 14 

9:00am – 4:00 pm Your choice of one of three tours.  Buses will 

pick up and return to the hotel.  Bag lunch or alternative will be 

provided.  Visit their web sites for further information. 

Tour A.   Cape Romain NWR and visit to Bulls Island 

Tour B.   ACE Basin and Grove Plantation House 

Tour C.    Charleston Tea Garden and Bears Bluff NFH 

Dinner and evening on your own 

Wednesday, February 15 

9:00 am Raffle begins and continues throughout the day 

9:00 – 11:00 Panel presentation and discussion: Watershed 

Planning and Partnership in Practice.  Guest Speaker, Fred 

Holland, Watershed development, stream and estuarine water 

quality. 

11:00 – 12:00 Business Meeting and Bylaws Revisions 

LUNCH On Your Own   12:00 ς 1:30 

1:30 – 2:30 What’s the Action in Washington on Fish and                                                    

Wildlife Issues, Robert Dewey, Defenders of Wildlife 

2:30 – 4:30 Heritage Committee Meeting 

5:00 Group photo 

5:00 Silent Auction begins and continues through the Banquet 

5:30 The Charleston Singers perform 

6:00 pm Banquet, Charleston Plantation Singers 

7:00 pm Awards – Heritage Committee 

7:30 pm Guest Speaker, Buddy Huffaker, Aldo Leopold            

Foundation. 

 

Thursday, February 16 

9:00 – 10:00 am Wrap Up, Evaluation, Remembering Colleagues  

 

Here is a sampling of some of the great Silent Auction items with 

more coming every day!  And, as always, a great raffle!! 

 

 

 

A CHARLESTON REUNION PLUS 

 
Arriving early?  Leaving Late?  Don’t miss this wonderful 

day trip from Charleston – The Audubon Sanctuary at 

Francis Beidler Forest.   

The National Audubon Society’s Francis Beidler Forest located in 

Four Holes Swamp, SC, at 16,900 acres, is the largest remaining 

stand of virgin Bald cypress and Tupelo Gum swamp forest left in 

the world.  1000-year-old trees and native wildlife abound in this 

pristine sanctuary that has been untouched for millennia.  The 

Beidler Forest was originally established to preserve 1,800 acres of 

old growth swamp forest, one of only two stands of old growth still 

left in the state. 

For further information, visit the Beidler website:  

http://sc.audubon.org/Centers_FBF.html  

Please note on your registration form if you are interested in this 

tour either before or after the reunion so we can gauge interest 

and complete logistical support. 

Current registrants, many with spouses/significant 

others include: 

Roger Banks; Jerry Bentley; Mattew Bernard; Jerry Blackard 

Gail Carmody; Steve Chase; Karin Christensen; Frank Cockrell 

Richard Coon; John Cornely; Earl Cunningham;Greg Dehmer 

Carroll Donner; Melinda Duwan; John Eadie;David Erickson 

Warren Eubanks; Robin Fields; Patricia Fisher; Donald Fortenbery 

Ron Fowler; Mike Gantt; Kenneth Garner; Dave Gilbert 

James Gillett; Lynn Greenwalt; Jerry Grover; Dale Hall 

Bruce Halstead; Charles E. Hastey; Elizabeth Herland 

Denny Holland; Wellington Huffaker; John Juriga; William Kent 

William Knapp; Kris LaMontagne; Mark Madison 

John Maestrelli; Carlos Martinez; Karen Mayne; June McIlwain 

James McKevitt; Nancy McLaughlin; Robert Miller; Phil Morgan 

Marvin Moriarity; Wendell Ogden; Stephen Parry; Matthew Perry 

http://sc.audubon.org/Centers_FBF.html
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Judy Pulliam; Walter Quist; William Reffalt; Stephen Rideout 

David Robinson; Tieko Saito; Barnet Schranck; Larry Shanks 

James H. Shaw; James Slack; E. Franklin Smith; Donna Stanek 

Robert Stevens; Jim Tisdale 

 

Proposed By-law Revisions 

PROPOSED BY-LAW REVISIONS.  The Board of Directors is 

proposing several changes to the by-laws governing the Retirees 

Association.  Most of the changes are simply "wordsmithing" 

intended  to tidy up language in the current by-laws that suffered 

somewhat from past changes, and to ensure grammatical 

correctness.  However, there are also several changes of substance 

proposed.  These are as follows: 

 The current by-laws call for an "annual reunion".  Current 

practice is to hold a reunion every one or two years.  The 

Board proposes a change to reflect this practice. 

 Current by-laws call for an "annual report and budget" to 

be submitted to the membership by April 15th of each 

year.  Since we produce newsletters at least quarterly and 

maintain a website to keep members current, the Board 

proposes a change to require only an "annual financial 

accounting summary" each year.  

 Currently, Board members are limited to two full 

consecutive terms.  As a result, the Board often loses key 

members with historical or technical knowledge crucial to 

a smooth operation.  In addition, it is frequently difficult 

to recruit new Board members.  Our feeling is that if a 

Board member is crazy enough to want to serve more than 

two consecutive terms and the membership wants them to 

continue, why not?  We propose to eliminate term limits 

and allow Board members to stand for election for as 

many terms as they feel capable of fulfilling. 

 Current by-laws call for a special election to fill vacancies 

on the Board that may arise due to resignations, removal, 

or the passing of a Board member.  These elections can be 

costly and are very time consuming.  The Board proposes 

a by-law change to allow the remaining Board members 

to "appoint" an eligible member to fill the remaining 

portion of a vacated position on the Board.  Primary 

consideration for such an appointment would be given to 

eligible Association members who ran unsuccessfully for 

a Board seat in the most recent general election. 

 Current by-laws call for the Board to maintain a list of all 

current members.  This is a next to impossible task, since 

our general membership consist of all retired  FWS 

employees.  A change in the by-laws is proposed to call 

for the Board to maintain a list of all "current dues-

paying" members and to  "attempt to maintain a list of all 

general members. 

These proposed changes will be presented for discussion at the 

Charleston reunion and, after hearing comments from the 

membership,  will be voted on by the Board immediately 

thereafter.  Copies of the proposed by-laws will be posted on our 

website until after the vote is taken. Comments may be provided in 

writing, by e-mail, or in person at the Reunion business meeting.  

NOTE!  A previous announcement in the December Newsletter 

indicated that the membership would be asked to vote on the 

proposed changes.  This was incorrect.  Current by-laws call 

for a vote by the Board after notice is given to the membership. 

New Retiree Book 

USFW Retiree Ed Crozier and his wife, Caryl, have both recently 

published memoirs of their lives and careers in the Midwest. The 

latest,  Caryl's memoir - WAKING TO MOURNING 

DOVES - begins with her childhood on a prair ie farm, 

lovingly recount ing stories of the people who influenced 

and nurtured her to adulthood. She tells about the 

geographic area where she was raised and the family 

members and fr iends who made up her 1940s and 1950s 

rural community,  the condit ions and surroundings in 

which they lived, their work and their leisure ac t ivit ies.  

Her earlier writ ings were the bases for a theatrical play -

 Friendly Hour  - produced in North Hollywood, CA and 

later a 22-minute film short t it led - Prairie Sonata - that 

has won awards at several film fest ivals.  

 

Passing of Colleagues 

Lloyd E. Inmon, Env. Contaminants Specialist, passed away Nov. 

29. He was 61. He was an ordained minister in the Church of God 

in Christ. He is survived by his wife DeLois and son Lamont.  

He obtained a Master's Degree in Fisheries from Iowa State 

University. Lloyd started his Service career in Fish Hatcheries in 

Ohio. The majority of his career was devoted to Ecological 

Services in Vicksburg, MS, and then Jackson, MS. 

Clifford A. Stoppelman, 74, died in Lakeland, FL, on March 2, 

2008.  Born on December 23, 1933 in Kansas City, MO., he retired 

from the US Air Force in 1974 after 20 years in the service.  He 

then worked for the US Fish & Wildlife Service as a realty 

specialist in Albuquerque, NM, for 20 years, where he was 

involved in the purchase of several tracts of land at Little River and 

Deep Fork refuges in Oklahoma, the Lower Rio Grande Valley and 

Brazoria refuges in Texas and some tracts at Buenos Aires NWR 

in Arizona.  He retired from the FWS in 1996. 

Sidney “Mell” Bargeron,Jr. 79, died April 20, 2011.  Mell was 

born December 5, 1931 in Millen, GA.  After High School 

graduation in Millen he became the first employee hired by the 

manager of the Millen NFH in 1951.  Later Mell served at 

Harrison Lake NFH in Charles City, VA and the Service’s 

Tupelo, MS hatchery where he was the Assistant Manager.  He 

returned to Millen in 1979,as Assistant Manager, at the renamed 

the Bo Ginn NFH where he retired in 1993 after a 42 year career. 

He and his wife Bettye made their home in Twin City, GA in 

retirement. 

Newsletter Edite d by Steve Rideout, Scribe  



 

 


